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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

APRIL Webinar Program 
21 Topic: COVID-19 Pandemic: an 
 update of current situations

SEPT ICRI Golf Outing
3 White Pines Golf Club
 Bensenville, IL

15 Dinner Program 
 Topic: Marijuana in the Workplace 
 and Incident Investigation: 4 Stages 
 Recommended by OSHA
 Erie Café – Chicago, IL
 Event Starts 5:00 PM / Dinner 6:00 PM

OCT 2020 ICRI Fall Convention 
5-7 Concrete Repair in 
 Extreme Environments
 Minneapolis Marriott City Center
 Minneapolis, MN

NOV Dinner Program 
17 Topic: TBD
 Location TBD
 Event Starts 5:00 PM / Dinner 6:00 PM

DEC Holiday Social

OUR ASSOCIATION...
ICRI, the only association in the concrete industry devoted solely to repair and 
restoration, publishes a bimonthly magazine and technical guidelines for concrete 
repair, and cosponsors the World of Concrete. Local chapters provide regional 
networking opportunities. Worldwide membership include contractors, manufacturers, 
engineers, distributors, owners, and other professionals with a common goal: 
prolonging the useful life of concrete through quality repair, restoration, and protection.

OUR MISSION...
The mission of the International Concrete Repair Institute is to be a leading resource 
for education and information to improve the quality of repair, restoration, and 
protection of concrete and other structures in accordance with consensus criteria.

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

As I am writing this letter, Governor Pritzker’s stay-at-home 
executive order just went into effect in Illinois in response 
to the outbreak of Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19).  
Hopefully, by the time you read this, the risk of catching 
the disease has lessened.  However, at this point, there is 
much uncertainty. In addition to concerns of becoming 
infected or having a loved one contract the disease, we 
are not sure how else our daily lives will be affected. Most 
of us know someone who is temporarily out of work due 
to this pandemic. All of us are negatively impacted by the 

situation to some extent. Nevertheless, I am optimistic, and hopefully we will 
not only endure this adversity, but somehow better ourselves as a society 
and an industry. We always have, and we always will. We will improve ways to 
telecommunicate. We will increase our efficiency from working remotely. We 
will develop in ways which will make us wonder why we didn’t think of that 
before. But for now, we need to be smart, and take appropriate precautions so 
we can move forward.

Due to the pandemic concerns, our ICRI National Spring Convention in 
Vancouver British Columbia was cancelled. We will keep you posted on the 
status of our upcoming Chicago Chapter events. Although we are not be able 
to meet face-to-face at this time, our Board and committee members are still 
working hard. In addition to preparing this publication, we have improved our 
website. You are now able to post employment opportunities on 
ICRI-Chicago’s LinkedIn page at no charge, and also purchase ICRI-Chicago 
apparel by visiting icrichicago.org.

Our Student Outreach Committee is accepting applications for the Leland 
“Lee” Sizemore Memorial Scholarship. Applications are due in early May. Let’s 
get the word out to those deserving students you know.  

It’s not going to be easy, but we will get through these tough times. I’m 
confident we will gain from this experience, and our recovery will be strong.  
Hang in there and stay safe. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mike Wiscons
ICRI Chicago Chapter President 
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CHICAGO CHAPTER 2020  OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
The 2020 Chicago Chapter Officers and Directors are already hard at work under the 
leadership of our new President, Mike Wiscons.

President - Mike Wiscons
Building Technology Consultants 
(847) 946-8401
mwiscons@btc.expert

Past President – Tom Lawler
William Hach & Associates 
(708) 343-0578
lawler@hachconstruction.com

Secretary – Chris White
J.E.Tomes & Associates
(708) 653-5100 
chris@jetomes.com
 

First year director
Jeff Ahlbrand
Western Specialty Contractors
(630) 630-1296
jeffA@westenspecialtycontractors.com

Sarah Horton
Berglund Construction
(773) 449-2165
shorton@berglundco.com

Diego Romero 
Walker Consultants 
(312) 292-0792
dromero@walkerconsultants.com

Serving 2nd of 2-year term
Kurt Baron
Infrastructure Systems, Inc.
(847) 254-3265
kurt@infrastructure-systems.com

Stephen Schmitt 
Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.  
(847) 564-0884
sschmitt@wje.com

Will Kroncke
WGI
(224) 423-1739
will.kroncke@wginc.com

Vice President – George Mulholland
Raths, Raths & Johnson, Inc.  
(630) 325-6160    
grmulholland@rrj.com

Treasurer - Victor Ligocki
McCann Industries, Inc.
(630) 627-0000
vligocki@mccannonline.com

DIRECTORS

VISIT THE ICRI WEBSITE!

• Member Benefits
• Online Membership Directory
• Enhanced Chapter Pages
• Supporting Members
• Board Members
• Committees
• Upcoming Events
• Awards Programs
• Online Publications Ordering
• Concrete Repair Bulletin
• Advertising Opportunities
• Repair Technology

www.icrichicago.org
Chapter Website

www.icri.org
National Website

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN E-MAIL

Awards Kurt Baron kurt@infrastructure-systems.com
Communications Will Kroncke Will.kroncke@wginc.com 
Financial Victor Ligocki vligocki@mccannonline.com 
Socials/Outings Stephen Schmitt sschmitt@wje.com
Membership George Mulholland grmulholland@rrj.com
Nominations Mike Wiscons mwiscons@btc.expert  
Programs Chris White chris@jetomes.com
Publications George Mulholland grmulholland@rrj.com
Seminars Steve Schmitt sschmitt@wje.com
Scholarship Will Kroncke will.kroncke@wginc.com

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN 2020
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With a substantial turnout and larger footprint than 
recent years, World of Concrete 2020 did a wonderful 
job of bringing together Design Professionals, Material 
Suppliers, Contractors and other industry professionals 
from around the world.  The ICRI kickoff party was 
a great start to the week in Las Vegas.  Industry 
colleagues and friends enjoyed a night of mingling and 
networking while surrounded by stunning views of the 
Strip and the surrounding city from the Stratosphere 
Observation Deck.  As always, the Chicago Chapter was 
well represented by multiple board members, chapter 
members and colleagues.  

The convention provided a good mix of educational 
classes and seminars, hands-on demonstrations, and 
exhibits showcasing the newest equipment and materials.  
ICRI had a great exhibit, promoting their educational 
materials and certifications.  Other industry organizations 
that we have partnered with in the past, such as ACI and 
ASA, were also well-represented. Whether attendees were 
looking to advance their career with certifications, buy the 
newest tools or just witness the interesting aspects of the 
industry that lie outside their day-to-day work, they could 
find it all at World of Concrete.  We can’t wait to see what 
they have in store for 2021.

WORLD OF  CONCRETE  HIGHLIGHTS
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ICRI  SPOTLIGHT :  2019  PROJECT  AWARDS

The ICRI Chicago Chapter February dinner meeting was packed from wall to wall to hear presentations on the two finalists for 
the 2019 Project of the Year Award.  The Project of the Year winner was the rehabilitation of the Weiss Memorial Hospital Parking 
Structure with Walker Consultants providing the repair design and Golf Construction performing the repairs.  The slide show 
was presented by Dan Moser and John Morgan from Walker Consultants and Will Markunas from Golf Construction.  The Award 
for Merit project was the facade restoration of the Groupon Building 600 W. Chicago, 900 N. Kingsbury/950 N. Kingsbury with 
Klein & Hoffman providing the repair design and Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration performing the repairs.  The slide show 
was presented by Allysia Youngquist, Allison McSherry, Brian Mathus and Chris Mojica from Klein & Hoffman, and Chris Thomas 
and Cade Conner from Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration.  Both presentations were informative and discussed the design, 
construction and management issues encountered during the rehabilitation of each structure.  More in-depth discussions of the 
projects are presented below

2019 PROJECT OF THE YEAR

Weiss Memorial Hospital Parking Structure Maintenance Repairs

Engineer/Architect: Walker Consultants
Contractor: Golf Construction

Structure Description:

The Weiss Memorial Hospital Parking Structure is a 6-level, 4-bay wide cast-in-place post-tensioned concrete parking structure 
originally constructed in 1976.  The garage plan dimensions are 231 feet by 248 feet and provides approximately 965 parking 
spaces for visitors, patients, and staff.  The first level is slab-on-ground, while the remaining 5 elevated levels are post-tensioned 
beams and slabs supported by cast-in-place columns.

Project Work Scope:

Walker Consultants performed a condition assessment of the parking garage to document the physical condition of 
representative structural elements, including visual observations, hammer sounding and chain dragging.  Significant distress 
was observed at the pour strips and the adjacent concrete at the post-tensioned end anchors.  Tension testing of the existing 
tendons, removal of tendons for inspection, and concrete openings near the tendon high points revealed widespread tendon 
distress requiring significant repairs to the post-tensioning slab system.  The tensioning within the concrete beams appeared 
to be less affected.  Due to high projected repair costs associated with de-tensioning the slab post-tensioning, repairing 
delaminated slab concrete at the tendon anchorage zones, repairing corroded tendons, and re-stressing the tendons, Walker 
considered other conceptual repair options in order to minimize the significant repair costs associated with repairing the hidden 
tendon distress and concrete deterioration within the slabs.  Walker ultimately recommended to the owner that the existing 
floor slab post-tensioning system be abandoned, and new steel beams be installed directly below the slab and bolted to the 
face of the existing post-tensioned concrete beams.  

Not only were new steel beams needed throughout the structure to support the floor slabs, but the appropriated funds for the 
project were required to be spent within the 2019 calendar year.  Therefore, the garage repair work needed to be completed 
within the remaining 5½ months before the end of the year.    Repairs were not limited to only the concrete patching repairs and 
installation of new steel beams, the repair work scope also included new doors, expansion joints, facade restoration, painting of 
entire facade, new barrier cable system, fireproofing the new steel beams, epoxy overlay, new drains and plumbing, a new traffic 
bearing membrane, concrete sealer, new signage package and new LED lighting systems.

Repair Execution:

With all the various repairs to be performed in the same locations and the linear nature of the work involved, detailed phasing 
was required to meet the schedule and perform the work safely.  Each new steel beam required field measurements prior to 
fabrication due to the varied lengths within the garage.  Scanning of the existing post-tensioned beam reinforcement and 
tendons was required at each new steel beam end to ensure the anchor installation would not compromise the beam’s strength.

April 2020 www.icrichicago.org
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The concrete work on the project totaled just under 12,000 square feet of partial depth and just under 22,000 square feet of 
full depth repairs.  Multiple partial enclosures were required to perform this work throughout the cold months.  Eventually, the 
entire garage was enclosed tightly, and a temporary dry heat system was utilized to keep the ambient and slab temperatures 
at an average of 55-65 degrees throughout the garage.  These temperatures were required to properly install and cure the fire 
proofing, sealants and waterproofing membranes.  

The parking garage was completed on schedule and opened on January 1, 2020.  Daily punch lists were derived, updated and 
diligently completed by all trades within the last few weeks of the project.  The project team cooperation (owner, engineer/
architect, general contractor, subcontractors, suppliers, operations staff, and maintenance team) was key to the success of this 
repair program.
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2019 AWARD OF MERIT

Groupon Building 600 W. Chicago, 900 N. Kingsbury/950 N. Kingsbury

Engineer/Architect: Klein & Hoffmann
Contractor:  Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration

Structure Description:

The Groupon Building is a 1.25 million square feet building located along the North Branch of the Chicago River.  The building 
is listed as a National Historic Landmark due to its significance in the history of American retailing and its association with A. 
Montgomery Ward.  The building was constructed in 1908 and was a warehouse and office building for the nation’s first mail-
order catalog business.  At the time this structure was completed, this building was the largest concrete structure in the world.  
The 8-story 600-foot-long cast-in-place concrete curved structure hugs the riverbank, is trapezoidal shaped, and its facade 
consists of exposed cast-in-place concrete, brick masonry spandrel beams and ornamental terra cotta filled with concrete.

Project Work Scope

Klein & Hoffman performed a condition survey of the entire building facade to determine the extent of distress.  The exposed 
concrete and masonry exhibited cracking, delaminations and spalls, while the facade fenestration sealants were failed.  Based on 
the condition survey results, isolated concrete, masonry and sealant repairs were prepared.

Due to the scale of the project, and the high sensitivity of the building’s tenants, Bulley & Andrews Masonry Restoration utilized 
a combination of 22 swing stages and 10 platforms on masts to access the exterior facade to perform repairs.  In total, 72 swing 
stage drops were made on the building, approximately 850 lineal feet of canopy was installed along the sidewalks to protect 
pedestrians, and over 400 feet of mast supported platforms were used.  All work which generated noise was performed during 
off-hours and on weekends to not disturb the building’s tenants.  
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Repair Execution

Sequencing of the facade condition assessment and repair work required strategic planning and communication involving 
the contractor, engineer/architect and the owner.  The repairs predominately consisted of concrete rehabilitation, terra cotta 
replacement, and complete facade coating after the concrete repairs.  Traditional vertical concrete repairs utilizing galvanic 
anodes, supplemental reinforcement and repair mortars were performed.  Other specific repairs included rout and seal of 
concrete cracks, fenestration perimeter sealant replacement, rebuilding masonry, and re-pointing of masonry joints. In total, 
over 7,500 square feet of concrete removal and replacement were performed, over 1,700 embedded galvanic anodes were 
installed, approximately 29,000 lineal feet of supplementary reinforcement was installed within the concrete patches, and over 
617,000 pounds of concrete repair material was installed.  Additionally, 120 terra cotta pieces were removed and replaced 
throughout the facade.  The facade restoration project began in 2018 and was completed within 18 months.
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Lance Construction Supplies is excited to announce 
the opening of our second distribution center located 
at 3060 S. Calhoun Rd., New Berlin, WI 53151. As Lance 
nears completion of the setup work, which includes office 
renovation, warehouse set up and inventory placement, 
Lance plans on being open and operational no later than the 
end of April 2020.

Lance continues to be the leader in sales and service of all 
masonry, concrete, and restoration accessories required for 
any project. In business and at the same location at 4225 W. 
Ogden Ave., Chicago IL 60623 since 1943. We will continue 
that tradition of sales and service at our new location and 
look forward to working with all contractors  

Heading up the New Berlin, Wisconsin office will be Dave 
Cooper. Dave has been with Lance for 31 years and although 
his Lance Chicago location responsibilities will remain 
unchanged, this will be a complete relocation for him and his 
family.  As always, Lance will continue to service the customer 
from Chicago, but now will be able to service new customers 
from our Wisconsin location.

Dave Cooper can be reached at
773-339-1615
davec@lanceconstruction.com

Ralph Brown has decided to retire at the end of March, after 
over 40 years in the restoration industry. Ralph has spent 
the last 20 years as vice-president of National Restoration 
Systems. His many contributions include past president of the 
ACI Chicago Chapter and voting member of ACI Committees 
312 Parking Structures and 515 Protective Systems for 
Concrete. He has been directly involved with several 
international award-winning projects. And has worked with 
the some of the finest contractors, tradesmen, manufacturers 
and engineers in the industry, across the country. We would 
like to thank Ralph for sharing his knowledge and experiences 
with us. Happy hunting and fishing Ralph!

PEOPLE ON THE MOVEPEOPLE ON THE MOVE

2020  ICRI  CHICAGO CHAPTER “LEE  S IZEMORE SCHOLARSHIP  FUNDRAISER” GOLF  OUTING

When:
September 3, 2020

Where:
White Pines Golf Course
Bensenville, IL

Please come join us for a day of golf (and hopefully sun) with fellow 
ICRI members, friends and industry cohorts.  This is a great opportunity 
to pair up with colleagues and clients to network.  The 18-hole best 
ball tournament will start early in the morning and a lunch will be 
served after the completion of the rounds.  There will be prizes for 
the team low score, longest drive, and longest putt winners for both 
courses.  Raffle tickets will be sold to raise money for the 2020 Lee 
Sizemore Scholarship and to have the opportunity to win prizes.  We 
hope to make this the most successful year in honor of Lee Sizemore 
for all his time and effort he contributed to the ICRI Chicago Chapter.
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social
media

ICRI CHICAGO CHAPTER 
IS ALSO ON SOCIAL 
BUSINESS MEDIA!

For chapter and industry related 
discussions, connect with us on 

social media.

Suggestions for items to be 
included on social media? 

Are you savvy and want to help 
our communications committee? 

Contact Tom Lawler!

When:
October 5-7, 2020

Where:
Minneapolis Marriott 
City Center
Minneapolis, Minnesota

2020  ICRI  FALL  CONVENTION “CONCRETE  REPAIR  IN  EXTREME ENVIRONMENTS”

Plan to join the International Concrete Repair Institute in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Enjoy the beautiful city of Minneapolis while 
you expand your understanding of concrete repairs in extreme environments through networking, technical sessions, and 
participation in ICRI National Committee Meetings. Earn PDH credits by attending technical sessions.
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Rich Campbell
campbell@advpolytech.com

(773) 791-3305

Kevin Koske
koske@advpolytech.com

(630) 631-1556
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ICRI Chicago Chapter | Editor: Craig Frier
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Grayslake, IL 60030


